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INTRODUCTION 

Cambodia (Khmer: Kampuchea, officially 
known as the Kingdom of Cambodia) 
is a country located in the southern 
portion of the Indochina Peninsula in 
Southeast Asia with a population of over 
14.8 million. It is bordered by Thailand 
to the northwest, Laos to the northeast, 
Vietnam to the east and the Gulf of 
Thailand to the southwest.
The official religion is Theravada 
Buddhism, which is practiced by around 
95% of the Cambodian population.

The countries minority groups include 
Vietnamese, Chinese, Chams and 
30 various hill tribes. The capital and 
largest city is Phnom Penh, the political, 
economic and cultural center of 
Cambodia. 

Cambodia is emerging from a traumatic 
past involving the communist Khmer 
Rouge regime and is one of the 20 
poorest countries in the World.

According to a United Nations 2010 
Human Development report, more than 
26% of its 14.8 million population lives on 
the equivalent of less than $1.25 a day. 
The majority of children, families and 
communities live in desperate poverty 
and struggle to meet the most basic 
needs of food, clean water and shelter 
without assistance.





ABOUT THE COMPETITION 

The aim of this competition is to design 
houses that promote health, are safe to 
live in, are affordable and attractive. 

Encourage and reward design 
excellence at a small scale which 
integrates function, structure, details 
and the needs of those living in 
Cambodia.

Research, respond to and highlight the 
unique aspects of designing a home 
through consideration of contextual and 
environmental factors.

Encourage the employment of 
sustainable design in all aspects of the 
proposal.

.......................................................................

COMPETITION STRUCTURE

This is a single stage competition 
with the aim of identifying the most 
appropriate proposal, which best 
satisfies the general and specific 
objectives of the contest.



SITE SELECTION

There are a number of distinct housing 
typologies in Cambodia from stilt houses 
and floating housing that can be found 
around Tonle Sap to the block and 
concreate or timber frame buildings that 
are found both in built up areas and 
agricultural settings.
 
Phnom Penh is the capital of Cambodia 
with over 2 million of Cambodia’s14.8 million 
inhabitants. Other Large cities include 
Battambang, Siem Reap, and Sihanoukville. 

The largest part of the country--about 
75% of the total-- consists of the Tonle Sap 
Basin and the Mekong Lowlands. To the 
southeast of this great basin is the Mekong 
Delta, which extends through Vietnam 
to the South China Sea. The basin and 
delta regions are rimmed with mountain 
ranges to the southwest (the Cardamom 
Mountains the Elephant Range) and to the 
north (Dangrek Mountains). Higher land to 
the northeast and to the east merges into 
the Central Highlands of southern Vietnam.

Contestants are asked to design a house 
that may be suitable to a number of sites 
and conditions common to Cambodia. The 
given site within the brief  is for prototyping 
purposes by Habitat for Humanity



Cambodia

Phnom Penh

Trapearng Anchagn

12km



Images courtesy of Habitat for 
Humanity showing potential sites that 
can be developed in and around 
Trapearng Anchagn. This will be the 
site of the winning design/prototype.



DESIGN CHALENGE

The aim of this competition is to design a 
sustainable house for Cambodia’s future. 
The design should have a sensitivity to 
the tropical surroundings and where 
possible provide a sustainable solution that 
enhances the local architectural tradition, 
in which renewable resources like clay, 
bamboo and palm leaves are used to 
provide natural temperature and humidity 
regulation. Cost per unit should be capped 
at US$2000 . However, the jury will be looking 
for projects that attempt to reduce this 
figure and would expect basic wash, toilet 
and kitchen facilities to be included as well 
as material and labour costs.

Submissions should consider the following 
factors;

- climate and weather
- flooding 
- local environmental factors and contextual 
issues
- health and promotion of safe living spaces
- material selection 
- ability to be personalised and further 
adapted by inhabitants, can the house be 
customised and extended  
- how design and construction of proposal 
can stimulate local economy 
- adaptability to varying site conditions
- what are the implications of mass 
production? 
- affordability for Cambodian families

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Entries will be evaluated based on the main 
criteria made up of the following 6 points:
1st   Intelligent use of space and thought 
paid to comfort of users.
2nd  Ease of construction and ability of 
structure to perform to environmental 
conditions.
3rd   The design’s aesthetics and originality.
4th   The use of sustainable locally sourced 
materials.
5th   Clarity and comprehensibility of the 
design.
6th Ability to respond to varying site 
conditions.
7th   Cost & Affordability 

..........................................................................

COMPETITION PROJECT DISCLAIMER

This is an open International competition 
hosted by Building Trust International with 
the support of Karuna Cambodia to help 
the people of Cambodia, while generating 
progressive contemporary design ideas. 
A prototype of the winning design will be 
built & funded by Habitat for Humanity. 
No cash alternative will be awarded as 
the competition is a charitable activity. 
Please see the terms and conditions on 
Building Trust’s website for full details and 
guidelines on the comeptition structure 
and governence.





SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
  
Submissions can be the work of an individual or 
a group. There is no age limit. However, entrants 
under 18 years of age must be led or entered by 
someone over 18 year of age. Interdisciplinary 
teams are encouraged to enter the competition.

......................................................................................

THOSE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE 

Design proffesionals, Engineers, Architects, 
architecture/design/engineer graduates or 
architecture/design/engineer students.

......................................................................................

THOSE INELIGIBLE AND CAN NOT PARTICIPATE 

Employee, staff, consultant, agents or family 
members of Karuna Cambodia or Building Trust 
International personnel.

......................................................................................

RESTRICTIONS 

There are no restrictions for this international 
competition. 

Registration and participation in the competition 
implies an immediate acceptance by the 
entrants of all terms & conditions governing the 
site and competition.



AWARDS 

Professional Category
1st prize: Winning design has the 
opportunity to influence the future of 
housing construction in Cambodia. 
The winning proposal will be used to 
construct a prototype house with the 
assistance of Habitat for Humanity 
Cambodia. 
There will also be 4 honourable 
mentions. 

Student Category
1st prize: $100 (+ Opportunity to volun-
teer with the build of winning profes-
sional design.)
There will also be 4 honourable mentions

.......................................................................

PUBLICATION 

1st Prize, will be published in any subse-
quent magazine press as well as on the 
websites of Karuna Cambodia, Building 
Trust international & Habitat for Humanity 
Cambodia.

There will also be a book that will be 
compiled of the best designs from the 
professional and student categories.





SCHEDULE 

- 15th October 2012
Competition Officially Announced 
- 15th December 2012
Registration deadline
- 15th January2013
Closing Date for Submissions 
- 1st February to 28th February 2013
Jury Evaluation 

- 15th March 2013
Announcement of Winners to be posted on 
www.karunacambodia.org  
www.buildingtrustinternational.org 
www.habitat.org

............................................................................

DEADLINES 

All entry submissions must be sent via email 
to; 
competitions@buildingtrustinternational.
org by 15th January 2013 at midnight 
(11:59 pm-00:00 GMT). Competitors will be 
responsible for the arrival of their proposals 
within the corresponding deadlines and no 
proposal will be received one day after the 
date previously stated.

REGISTRATION

Professional 
Registration: $75.00 (Free to those entering 
from a developing country.)
Student 
Registration: $15 (Free to those entering 
from a developing country.)

Entrants may register by emailing building 
trust at;
competitions@buildingtrustinternational.org 
receiving a unique entry number and then 
proceeding with appropriate payment. All 
proceeds will go directly to funding this 
and other Karuna Cambodia humanitarian 
architecture projects.
........................................................................

METHOD OF PAYMENT

Payments can be made by bank transfer 
with your unique reference number once 
you have contacted us.
Name of account: BUILDING TRUST
Sort Code: 20-49-76 
Account Number: 63659070
ISBN: IBAN GB78 BARC 2049 7663 6590 70
Swift code: BARCGB22

You can also pay securely through 
mydonate:

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/
buildingtrustinternational
(if you are based in the UK please 
remember to tick the gift aid box. Thank 
you)



SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Submission of entries must be in A2 format 
with all images at 300dpi and a maximum 
of four (4) pages sent to: 
competitions@buildingtrustinternational.org

Subject of email: Subject of the email must 
be your unique registration number.

Presentation panels : you can use up 
to 4 sheets at A2 format these should 
be horizontal (landscape) and can run 
together or stand alone as separate 
sheets.

Dimensions: (1 A2 board = 594x420mm )x4

File Name: The zipped image file name 
must correspond to your unique registration 
number.
(Example: C3333.jpg where C3333 
represents your unique registration number 
assigned and sent to you by Building Trust 
after a successful registration).

Text file: Any text contained on the boards 
should also be sent as a separate text file in 
word format.



ADDITIONAL SUBMISSION INFORMATION

The presentation technique is open and at 
the discretion of the entrant. However, it is 
recommended that your submission includes 
the following information which reflect the 
main concept of the design:

Sketches, perspectives or renders 
representing your design in use,
Plans,
Sections,
Elevations,
Any additional diagrams showing how the 
elements are arranged or materials are used.

The presentation should clearly document 
the proposed design as well as the approach 
to the project. Ideas regarding organisation, 
materials, treatment of the location and the 
design should be included when considered 
relevant. This will be used to make rough cost 
estimates and test the ‘buildability’ of any 
winning design chosen.

The total area of the project should be 
included in a part of the image. Any other 
textual or numerical description should be 
expressed in English only and it should be 
incorporated into the graphical presentation 
of the project.

Entrant’s unique registration number 
should appear on the upper right side 
of the image. Do not place your name 
or company name on any of the 
competition panels 

Note:

Entrants are advised to send their 
submissions from the email address used 
for the registration, as submissions from 
a different or unrecognisable e-mail 
account might be treated as spam and 
also prevent us from tracing you in the 
event we have to contact you.





JURY 

The Jury for this International competition 
will be comprised of both professionals 
and interested parties. Full jury yet to be 
announced but will include:
 
Representatives from; 
- Habitat For Humanity Cambodia 
- Build a City (People for Care and Learning) 
+
- Tang Sochet Vitou + Meas Kimseng from the 
Cambodian Society of Architects (CSA) 
- David Cole from Building Trust international
- Libby Hsu, MIT D-Lab Instructor 
- Michael Jones, Architect, LEED AP BD+C
- Eva Lloyd, Co-Founder Collective Studio
......................................................................

EVALUATION AND JUDGING PROCESS 

The Jury will review the submitted entries 
based on the competition objectives 
and from the short-listed entries select 
the competition winners with a Karuna 
Cambodia representative overseeing each 
stage of the process.

The Jury’s decision will be final as stated in 
the competition’s terms and conditions.



COMMUNICATION + TECHNICAL ENQUIRES 

All communications should be through 
Building Trust and not any of the other 
interested parties. 

............................................................................

QUERIES + QUESTIONS 

All queries regarding the registration, process, 
fees or payment email any questions to:
competitions@buildingtrustinternational.org

............................................................................

TERMS + CONDITIONS 

Please see the terms and conditions section 
at; 
www.buildingtrustinternational.org/terms.html







OWNERSHIP + PUBLICATION

All material submitted to this design 
competition will become part of the 
public domain. Entrants acknowledge that 
Building Trust + Karuna Cambodia (BT+KC)
may exhibit all entries in an online gallery, 
and a selection of entries may be chosen 
for physical exhibition and/or public display. 
BT+KC will make reasonable effort to notify 
entrants of any public exhibitions of their 
work through correspondence with the 
registered contact.

In entering the design competition entrants 
grant BT+KC unrestricted license to exercise 
the entrants’ rights regarding their design 
submissions, including, but not limited to, 
reproduction, preparation of derivative 
works, distribution of copies of the design 
submission, and the right to authorize such 
use by others.

In entering the competition, the registrant 
and all team members recognize the 
competition’s program as the intellectual 
property of BT+KC and agree to credit the 
organisations by name in any subsequent 
exhibition or publication of materials. 
Entrants will be credited on all online and 
print material published by the organisers of 
the competition.
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